Genesis Oncology Trust Professional Development Awards
March 2009 Grant Round.
Total Awarded $73,741.
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Our part in the fight against cancer.

hen | took over the helm of
Genesis Energy in August 2008

I'was a little surprised to find out

| was also Chairman of a cancer charity!
However, | soon came to appreciate that
the three-way relationship between the
Genesis Oncology Trust, Genesis Energy
and Genesis Energy customers is a
remarkably effective, efficient and unique
charitable enterprise.

The value of the Genesis Oncology Trust to
the community was recognised by receiving

the 2009 Robin Hood Foundation Prime

Minister’'s Social Heroes Award for Health

in July. The award is given to successful
business and charity partnerships that
serve the public good and demonstrate
innovative thinking around social issues.

As well as providing funding for many worthy

cancer-control research and education
initiatives (including end of life care) the
Genesis Oncology Trust also provides an

grants this year. Genesis Energy also continues
to support the Trust by providing administrative
support and direct sponsorship.

The Genesis Oncology Trust investment fund
now stands at $9 million. This capital base has
been maintained through the difficult financial
climate of the past 18 months and is now set to
grow as the world economy recovers. The aim
of the Genesis Oncology Trust Board of Trustees
is to grow this fund and ensure the Trust
continues its work into the foreseeable future.

“GENESIS ENERGY CUSTOMERS’ DONATIONS WILL ENABLE US
TO DISTRIBUTE JUST OVER $1 MILLION AS GRANTS THIS YEAR”.

I'would like to thank you, Genesis Energy
customers, who have made this possible by
donating via your monthly energy bill, and also
the members of the Genesis Oncology Trust
Board and Assessment Committee who make
sure the money is well spent.

Together we are making a difference.

internal public-good focus for Genesis Energy
staff who also raise money for the Trust and

take pride in its work.
A unique feature of the Genesis Oncology Trust } -

is that all money donated to the Trust is

RAISING FUNDS AND AWARENESS AT THE OPERA.

Genesis Energy is proud to sponsor The NBR New Zealand Opera. As well as providing
a valuable opportunity to promote the important work of the Genesis Oncology Trust,
this partnership allows people to add a voluntary $10 donation to their opera tickets
during The Genesis Energy Season.

Albert Brantley
Genesis Energy customers’ donations will Chairman
Genesis Oncology Trust

applied to help in the fight against cancer.

ALBERT BRANTLEY

Over the past three years nearly $5,000 has been donated which goes directly to the

; ) ; enable us to distribute just over $1 million as
Genesis Oncology Trust to help fund the fight against cancer.

SAVE ATREE! SIGN UP TO RECEIVE THIS NEWSLETTER BY EMAIL.

Visit our website and fill in your details (have your consumer number handy, which you’ll find
on the top right hand corner of your bill) and make sure you click on the button that says
‘Yes, I'm happy to be sent promotional emails from Genesis Energy’.

RESIDENTIAL 0800 300 400 BUSINESS 0800 600 900 ‘ genesisoncology.org.nz

RESIDENTIAL CUSTOMERS - visit genesisenergy.co.nz/updatemydetailsr
OR BUSINESS CUSTOMERS - visit genesisenergy.co.nz/updatemydetailsb
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Bringing the Trust’s work to a wider audience. Reducing the side effects of radiation therapy on the skin.

The Genesis Oncology Trust has become Doctor Nuala Helsby, a Senior Lecturer Even small Genesis Oncology Trust grants
New Zealand’s second largest dedicated funder in Molecular Medicine and Pathology at can lead to important advances in the fight against
of cancer-control research and education. the University of Auckland, has identified cancer. For example, the $2,450 Professional

that up to 37% of cancer patients are poor Development Award granted to Dr Patries Herst

To bring the Trust's story to a wider audience (and a

taboli fch th . i i i i
larger pool of potential donors), two television metabolisers of chemotherapy drugs has led to the pilot study of a skin dressing which

commercials have been aired. Each features a appears to reduce radiation-induced skin reactions.

Some chemotherapy
drugs are processed in
the liver by a particular

enzyme. Her research o _ i . )
has identified a genetic to itching, cracking, blistering, peeling and

change in some people ulceration. As yet, there is no standard treatment
with cancer which makes for reducing these side effects.

Genesis Oncology Trust funding recipient talking

TO VIEW THE TELEVISION These skin reactions occur in 80-90% of women

COMMERCIALS VISIT about what this money has helped them achieve -
GENESISENERGY.CO.NZ/GOT. and the work that still needs to be done.

undergoing radiation treatment for breast cancer
- and can vary from a reddening of the skin,

this enzyme less effective, making

them poor metabolisers of cancer drugs.
This means that some chemotherapy
drugs do not work well for these people.

Dr Herst, a Senior Lecturer at the Department

of Radiation Therapy at the University of Otago in
Wellington, developed an interest in the prevention
and management of the side effects of radiation
therapy and wanted to set up a clinical trial using

DR PATRIES HERST

Doctor Helsby's research in this area is
continuing in order to establish if impaired
processing in the liver is present in patients
when cancer is first diagnosed and if there
are any changes as the disease progresses.
These changes in how well patients” bodies

special dressings designed for burns. However, she

lacked the clinical background in radiation oncology.
So to help gain support from clinicians in the field,
she used the Genesis Oncology Trust award to

attend the Trans Tasman Radiation Oncology Group The dressing trialled was Mepilex Lite, a

/ meeting in Alice Springs in May 2008. Swedish silicon-foam skin dressing currethly used
process drugs could influence how they for the treatment of burns and poorly healing open
each respond to chemotherapy.

“This meeting provided me with a unique opportunity wounds. Dr Herst found that these dressings reduced

to network with the top clinical researchers in

DR EUPHEMIA LEUNG

ONE THIRD OF As part of the campaign a flyer was mailed Richard Egan, a PhD Candidate and radiation oncology in Australia and New Zealand,” “THE MENTORING | RECEIVED GAVE ME THE KNOW-HOW
i " bi Teaching Fellow in the Department ’
WOMEN DEVELOP with customers’ bills to encourage them to eaching Fe ovv'm e Depar mgn says Dr Herst. "Even though 'I was the only persgn TO CARRY OUT A PILOT STUDY WHICH HAS NOW BEEN
donate $1, $2, or $3 to the Trust. of General Practice and Preventive & who had not worked d|rect[y in the field of radiation .
A RESISTANCE TO | Social Medicine at the University of Otago, therapy | was made to feel very welcome and lwas  COMPLETED WITH VERY ENCOURAGING RESULTS.
TAMOXIFEN DURING The flyer featured one of the Trust's has established that there is a need for able to discuss in fine detail the protocol of the trial
BREAST CANCER fundmg recipients, Doctor Euphemia Leung, a more structured and consistent | wanted to set up. The mentoring | received gave me the extent of radiation-induced skin reactions by
a Senior Research Fellow at the Auckland a ht ting th tional need : _ o . .
; pproach to meeting the emotionat needs the know-how to carry out a pilot study which has now 30% compared with treatment using standard cream
TREATMENT AND Cancer Society Research Centre. of cancer patients in . , . < » »
Doctor Leung’s focus is breast cancer i P been completed with very encouraging results. in 24 breast cancer patients. She believes that the
THEIR TUMOURS Hich aff A \ i ' end of life care. dressings work by protecting the radiation-damaged
RETURN. which affects approximately one million it further d S by friction of
wornen worldwide annually. Richard's research skin from further damage caused by fric @n 9
. . o clothes, other parts of the body and perspiration.
While Tamoxifen is an effective dru involved interviewing
. g staff, patients, family and
preventing the reoccurance of breast cancer, L P - .
. . . other key people within This promising treatment has the potential to
one third of women develop resistance to it . S ) L
. . hospice facilities throughout greatly reduce the side effects of radiation therapy
during treatment and their tumours return. New Zealand. His findings suggest that the skin. And th | d < that th
: on the skin. And the really good news is that the
Doctor Leung's aim is to improve our emotional needs are associated with all Trans Tasman Radiation Oncology Group has agreed
understanding of drug resistance in breast levels of health and well-being. Moreover, to help develop a full scale multi-centre Australasian
cancer and contribute to improved treatment. éttending tothem ?t the ?nd OT life i? as trial of Mepilex Lite in 300 women being treated for
|mportandt as mietmg pat|e?ts]( physical breast cancer. None of this would have happened without
care needs, such as pain retet. the $2,450 grant from the Genesis Oncology Trust.
Euphemia, Nuala and Richard generously gave their time to be involved Richard's research also concluded that Every dollar the Genesis O_”CO[OQY Trust donors give
in this campaign. And Genesis Energy and the Genesis Oncology Trust there is a need to develop resources and really counts and | would l|ke”to thank them personally
would like to extend a special thank you to all of them. training for hospice staff. for their support of my work.




